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ON THE ARROGANT PRETENSIONS OF THE 


ORTHODOX CLERGY. 
Eatract from a Tract. 


Civil Society is intended to promote the mu- 
tual happiness of the members of it, while they 
live together here on earth. It does not extend 
to a future state of existence, which will take 
place under such regulations as the Almighty 
ge think fit to appoint. 

eligion embraces all the motives to good 
conduct here. Civil Society, therefore, has 
nothing to do with religion, but as it tends to 
mutual happiness while we live together here 
onearth. Hence, that religion which makes a 
man the best citizen, is the best religion for 
society. A religion that makes 4 man cruel, 
persecuting and intolerant, is a bad religion for 
Society; and the teachers and preachers of any 
religion whatever, who are so, are bad men 
and bad citizens, whether their opinions be true 
or false. I wish some one would undertake to 
show how public morals are promoted by the 
doctrines of death-bed repentance, election, and 
reprobation, and the final salvation of backslid- 
ing saints. 

The wise men who framed the American 
constitution, well knew the truth could hardly 
be discovered, and placed on a firm basis, by 
permitting free discussion on every subject.— 

. If an opinion be erroneous, it requires discus- 
sien, what ite errors may be cxposed; if it be 
true, will gain adherents in proportion as it is 
examined. Is an opinion so manifestly wrong 
that every man must see it isso? It can do 
no harm. Is it so plausible as to be likely to 
deceive mankind by its semblance to truth?— 
The more need, then, of open and free discus- 
sion to expose fully the fallacy of it. 

Moreover, as the American legislators well 

* knew the infirmities of human nature, and that 
no set of men had any pretensions to infallibili- 
ty, they put all opinions upon the same footing 
as to each other, and left truth to prevail by its 
own force and intrinsic evidence. In no other 
country is the wise toleration established by 
law so complete as in this. But in no country 
whatever, is a spirit of persecution, for mere 
opinions, more prevalent than in the United 
States of America. It is a country most tol- 
erant in theory, and most bigotted in practice. 
The laws controul no man’s opinions; they con- 
troul his conduct only. ‘They guarantee free- 
dom of Conscience, of profession, and of dis- 
cussion, to every creed and form of worship; 
the framers of them well knowing, that the re- 
sult of conflicting opinion and open discussion, 
can only be truth; and that no opinion deserves 
to be protected, wh ch cannot protect itself. 

But the clergy of this country, I hope not of 
all sects, the Calvinistic clergy chicfly, are 
united in persecuting every man who calls in 
question any of their metaphysical opinions, or 
who hints at their views of ambition and ag- 
grandisement. ‘hey dare not actually stab or 
burn him; but they raise the outcry of mad dog 
—they vilify him—they set the ignorant upon 
him to abuse his person, character, and conduct. 
There are honorable exceptions to this picture; 


but it is faithful as a representation of the body 
Cowardly and cruel, their machinations are pri- 
vate, and their enmity unforgiving. What 
other reason can a man have to dread discus- 
sion, but that his opinion will not bear it? What 
makes men cruel but their cowardice? Calvin 
procured Servetus to be burned to death.— 
Whom did Jesus Christ burn? Yet has that 
gloomy murderer of Geneva more zealots de- 
voted to his intolerant creed in the United 
States, than in any other part of the globe.— 
Why? because it is a fit instrument in the hands 
of the clergy, in proportion as it is intolerant 
and unintelligible. Weak minds have a vast 
opinion of the knowledge of those who pretend 
to be familiar with truths that appears myste- 
rious. Itis with the fetters of mystery that the 
priesthood binds and bends the spirit and the 
consciences of their ignorant hearers. The 
religion of the gospel is too plain and simple 
for their purposes; hence their ardent efforts 
to establish their own myterious creed. In 
what country has it been, that the priesthood 
as a body have not been cruel and persecuting, 
dreading contradiction, hating discussion, and 
holding every doubter as a concealed enemy? 
They are so here. 

Fellow Citizens—-The Presbyterians of these 
States, the Congregationalists, the Seceders, 
and in some places the Baptists and the Meth- 
odits, dragging after them the timid Episeopal- 


dans, have coined, and for many qezss have 


been steadily prosecuting the following schemes, 


country. They have organized a stupendous 
scheme of raising a PECUNIARY FUND, to uphold 
their pretensions, by picking the pockets of the 
people under some or all of the following pre- 
tences. 

The educating of pious young men (as they 
are called) to the ministry. That is, taking 
those who ought to be tillers of the ground, 
and hiring them, by a theological education, 
as slaves for life to the propagation of those te- 
nets, by which the interest and the views of 
these sects are best promoted. After having 
been thus educated, apparently at the expense 
of these sectarians, and really by means of the 
funds extracted from the folly, the indolence, 
or the good nature of the public, they hold: 
themselves bound to the doctrines and interests 
of their preceptors, and become the standing 
army of the church militant. The establish- 
ment of missionary societies, to furnish the East 
Indians, the American Indians, the Australa- 
sians, and the Africans, with parsons who can 
neither speak the language of their hearers, or 
make themselyes understood. The subscri- 
bers to these institutions, seldom or never look 
after the sums they subscribe, which are under 
the absolute contro] of these manufacturers of 
missionaries; whose object is not missionaries, 
so much as men devoted to their interest, when 
they shall come out in favor of a church estab- 
lishment and tithes. 

Societies to make ministers of individual con- 
gregatwns trustees for life of these missionary 


with a perseverance and devotedness worthy of| societies; and of course, to have a voice in dis~ 


a better cause. 
They are steadily aiming at a Cuurcn Es- 


posing of the sums thus elicited from the peo- 
ple’s pockets. What the missionaries are, and 


TABLISHMENT, at an alliance between Church how they live when they can get the means, I 


and State, so as to bring the civil power in aid 
of their own plans of aggrandisement, 

They are steadily aiming in their pamphlets 
and preachings, to establish the religious obli- 
gation of paying TITHES of all you possess, 
in strong hopes of procuring this system to be 
established also by law. This will render 
them not only wealthy, but independent of their 
congregations, whom they consider as by duty 
and by right dependent upon them; assuming 
openly the character of God’s vicegerents, and 
branding all opposition to their ambitious de- 
signs as blasphemy. ‘They are steadily aiming 
to obtain the entire controul of every seminary 
of Epucation, throughout the United States, 
claiming the exclusive superintendance of them 
as a matter of right. This is done with a view 
of infusing into the minds of the rising genera- 
tion, an implicit reverence for the priesthood, 


and an attachment to the views and interests of 


the priesthood. 


|. They look with a jealous eye at every scien- 


lific discussions prohibiting so far as they dare, 
all investigations that do not harmonize with 
their own theological creed. ‘Their interfe- 
rence has been recent and violent, with re- 
spect to physiological, zoological, and gedlogi- 
cal discussion, It is difficult to induce a prin- 
ter, or editor ofa scientific journal, to insert an 
article in favor of any opinion which the clergy 
have pronounced heterodox, Fanaticism has 
completely clipped the wings of science in this 


ek 2 some one will show by exhibiting the 


style of luxury of the Serampore missionaries. 

Prayer Meeting Societies, which, by the means 
of the weak and credulous females wh» attend 
|them, furnish the priests with a sure source of 
linfluence and information over the domestic 
| concerns of every family. : 

Female benevolent and missionary societies; 
female mite societies; for no sum is too small 
for their acceptance; Juvenile societies of child- 
ren, who are cajoled out of their six cent and 
twelve cent pieces; cheated out of their ginger- 
bread money, to give to institutions of which 
they hardly kaow the name. No sum is too 
small for acceptance, and no plan too mean to 
acquire it. Missionary fields of corn, wheat, 
and potatoes; missionary hog societies; mis 
sionary rag bag societies, and missionary scrap 
societies. All means of scraping together 
money, the most trifling and contemptible, are 
employed by these men, not individually, but 
corporately en masse. 

But their most profitable concern, is that of 
becoming authors, printers, and booksellers, — 
Composing, praising, recommending religious 
tracts, sermons, and almavacks. ‘The Bible 
societies, interfering with the regular printing 
trade, cannot have less than $50,000 engaged, 
which brings a good interest to the persons 
who conduct it. 

Such are the means of satisfying the craving 
for money, money, money, employed by this 


} 


ambitious, avaricious, a 


fu all other respects, they are more devoid of|hire a proud priest to pray for them! 


useful knowledge than almost any other class 
of persons in the community. But they act in 
concert; they have thrown their fetters over 
the minds of the people—they have cowed the 
spirit of the community—the literary classes 
are compelled to succumb them—they look for- 
ward to the day when they shall govern the 
Union in their own manner, and in the mean 
time, take good care to plunge their hands 
gece in the pockets of those whom they can 

atter or frighten into acquiescence and sub- 
mission. 

If the people do not keep the clergy under 
controul, they will bring the people into abject 
slavery, and keep them there. In every na- 
tion upon earth, they have done so; what 
should change their character here? It was 
in the year 1822, that the clergy of Austria 
persuaded the monarch over 40 millions of 
people to say, “1 want no men of science, I 
want only obedient subjects. I-want no educa- 
tion among my subjects, but what is given by 
the priesthood.” PES at the priesthood in 
France, Spain, Italy, Mexico, even in Eng- 
land, is not their general character one aud 
the same? Already has the religious arro- 
gance of this order of men tempted them to as- 
sume the character of God’s immediate agents 
and vicegerents—placed at an immense dis- 
tance from the herd of inferior beings who com- 
pose their congregations! 

In what part of the New Testament has 
Christ said, you cannot approach the Father 
but through the agency of men divinely com- 
missioned from among you for that purpose, 
and well paid for their services? Has he not 
said, where two er three are gathered together 
in my name, there’am [ in the midst of you? 
And yet these men scruple not to declare that 
any religious exhortation by a layman, any 
usurpation of the functions usually performed 
by a hired and paid priest, is not only improper 
and indefensible, but a SIN! and Dr. Ashbel 
Green of Princeton, denounced such persons 
as presumptuous and sinful intruders on the 
rights of the priesthood! They claim it as a 
right to be exclusively hired and well paid; and 
we patiently submit to it! as ifthe God of Love, 
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nd crafty set of men.—| or too timid to pray for themselves, and they 


Then 
too, their ears must be tickled by eloquent dis- 
courses; as if religion needed eloquence to en- 
force it! surely all this is not necessarily and 
essentially religion! Fellow citizens, you aid 
these impostors to cheat you, by making them 
necessary to you. Let them know that they 
are not, as they claim to be, your masters; let 
them know that you hire them and you pay 
them; and they will not be a whit the less pi- 
ous for being more humble. 

These views of the subject are well worth 
your consideration. The priesthood, in every 
age, in every country, forbid discussion, frown 
down allinvestigation; they require, like other 
tyrants, passive obedience and non-resistance. 
They denounce eyery man who opposes their 
views; not merely their spiritual, but their tem- 
poral views. ‘Their intent here, as elsewhere, 
is to fetter your minds first, and your bodies 
afterwards; and finally to command your 
pockets, 

It is high time to warn the people, that their 
liberties are in danger; that they are about to 
be undermined by a crafty, persevering, insid- 
ious foe, in the imposing garb of a heavenly 
friend. It is high time to call upon the honest 
citizens of this yet free country, and to sound 
the watch-word, Blow ye the trumpet in Zion. 


NATIONAL PHILANTHROPIST. 
[For the Magazine.) 
To the Editors of the Universalist Magazine, 
Gentlemen,—In No. 51 of the National Phil- 
anthropist,” the following lines are the begin- 
ning of some verses on the last puge:— 


“Yes, it is death, eternal death, 
The sinner’s sure reward; 
Foethus the holy Spirit saith, 
Such is the voice of Holy Writ.” 


A note was immediately sent to the Editor 
of that paper, denying the truth of those bold 
assertions; and calling on the writer to point 
out the place where any such ideas were ex- 
pressed in Holy Writ.—The billet was signed, 
a subscriber, and 4 LOVER OF TRUTH. 


Take notice of the fairness and generosity of 


the kind Father and preserver of the human |that Calvinistic Editor.—It appears in the fol- 
race, were a gloomy, haughty tyrant, not to be lowing note, in his No. 53. 


approached but through the intervention of 
these arrogant ministers of state, who take 
good care to be remunerated for their inter- 
cession. , 

Ihave no objection to a ministry appointed 
as a convenient and expedient class of men, 
that the religious business of a district may be 
conducted decently and in order; but upon no 
other ground. And althovgh I should prefer 
well educated and liberal men for this purpose, 
I'see no reason for giving them an exclusive 
preference. In the purest times of Christianity, 
the elders of every church transacted the reli- 
gious business of it. Did Jesus Christ choose 
iis disciples, whom he nominated to preach the 
gospel, from among the learned and the wise? 
Mankind are pestered with the rights of the 


“We cannot insert the communication of a 
LOVER OF TRUTH, as it would only be the com- 
mencement of a religious discussion,—a subject 


'we have pledged ourselves entirely to exclude 
‘from the columns of the Philanthropist.” 


iF The fo ezoing needs no comment. 


FOR THE MAGAZINE, 


Extract of a letter sent to a distinguished Baptist Minister im Boston. 
Dated July 15, 1227. 


“But why do you suspect me to be a Univer- 
salist? Iam no more of that persuasion than 
the apostle Paul was! And whoever believed 
him to be a Universalist? Surely no body but 
the Universalists themselves. Doubtless you 


priesthood! rights! what rights? who pays them, | will admit that He was sometimes unguarded, 
who supports them? who enables those drones allegorical, or rather hyperbolical, in his man- 
in the hive, to fatten onthe labors of the indus- ner of expression. For instance, where he says, 
trious bee? who seem to glory in being igno- | ‘Therefore as by the offence of one, judgment 
rant of all useful knowledge, and skilled only | came upon all men to condemnation; even so, 
m the quarrelsome questions and senseless jar- | by the righteousness of one, the free gift came 
gon of meataphysical divinity. }upon all men unto justification of life.” Again, 

It is the idleness, the pride, the aristocracy ‘As in Adam all die, even so in Chiist shall all 
of rank and wealth, that has rendered the be made alive.” In another place, speaking 
priesthood necessary, People are too indolent ,of the purposes of God, he says, “Who will 
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have all men to be saved, 
knowledge of the truth: for th 
and one Mediator between God anc ; 
man Christ Jesus, who gave himself a ransom 
for all.” Again, in addressing the Hebrews ; 
“But we see Jesus, who was made a little low- 
er than the anger: for the suffering of death, 
crowned with glory and honor; that He, by the 
grace of God, should taste death for every man.” 
Now, what true Christian, of common discern- 
ment, can believe that this apostle did actually 
mean precisely as he said? There are nove 
so credulous as to believe it, unless it be the 
Universalists: and of them, perhaps it is not 
too much to say,—they seem ready to believe 
any thing they can find in the Bible that re- 
lates essentially to the salvation of all men.” 


FOR THE MAGAZINE, 


—— 


IMPORTANT QUESTIONS. 


1. What better foundation can there be for 
genuine piety, than a firm confidence in the 
divine goodness? 

2. If confidence in the goodness of God is 
the only sure foundation of true piety, do not 
all doctrines, which produce doubts of the di- 
vine favor, tend to weaken genuine piety? 

3. Is not true religion real happiness? 

4. Iftrue religion is real happiness, would. 
not all men love true religion, if they knew 
what it was? 

5. If it is true, as an apostle says, that “fear 
hath torment,’ how can fear produce that true 
religion which constitutes real happiuess? 

6. If it is true, as the same apostle says, 
that “perfect love casteth out fear,” how can 
fear tend to promote our love? 


FOR THE MAGAZINE, 
\ 
RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE FROM OFiIO, 
Extract of a Letter, dated Belpre, (Ohio,) May 10, 1°27. 


“We are in hopes, that at some of the Con- 
ventions at the East, a preacher may be au- 
thorised to take a tour to the West and South, 
for the double purpose of preaching, and the 
distribution of Books, it would be the means of 
doing much good; and also a source of profit 
to the person or society, furnishing the books. 

We shall probably send on a petition; per- 
haps a delegate to the Saratoga Convention 
next August, in order to get, or endeavor to 
get a preacher to come and settle among us. 
We have a church organized in this place of 
between twenty and thirty members; and E 
presume, if we had a settled teacher, that we 
might soon have a very large Society. At Ma- 
rietta, twelve miles east of this, is a large So- 
ciety, but no Church yet formed; they have a 
pretty extensive fund, arising from the rents of 
a ministerial section of land, on which the town 
is situated. I am under the impression that 
beiween the two places, a support of $400 to 
$600 per year, could be very readily made up, 
for a preacher of good news. Great exertions 
are making in this and an adjoining town to 
settle an orthodox minister; how they will suc- 
ceed is yet a matter of nf@ertainty; this much 
I am pretty confident of, that if we could have 
a preacher of liberal principles settled among 
us, little could be done towards the support of 
limited principles. Yours, with much respect, 

Wa. Pirt Purxam. 


To Corresponderts—W. P. Putnam ia informed that the Posity from 
ube Russias Antbalogy bas been puldished in the Magazine, 


FUR THE MAGAZINE. 


EXTRACT OF A SERMON ON MINISTERIAL 
FAITHFULNESS, 


But some will say, “If all are to be finally 
happy, what is the advantage of preaching?” 
We shall not in this place speak of the misera- 
ble nature of that Reiigion, whose only excite- 
ment to exertion is the fear of hell;—we only 
ask you to look at the state of Christendom to 
see whether we have not a sufficient induce- 
ment to be faithful in preaching the word of 
life. We have men in our borders who preach 
a doctrine which we verily believe is dishonor- 
able to God;—one which represents his char- 
acter in such a light, that thousands are caus- 
ed to dread him as a vindictive tyrant, rather 
than to love him asa tender and benevolent 
Father. We hear the character of our Father 
in heaven traduced, and attributes and conduct 
ascribed to him which would disgrace the ve- 
riest tyrant on earth. We hear him represent- 
ed asa vindictive, hard-hearted, remorseless 
being, who is not touched with the sufferings 
of his offspring; who will make them as miser- 
able“as almighty power and vengeance can 
make them-—-and that to all eternity, for the 
sins they commit in the body;—when he him- 
self has brought them into existence in such a 
state that they cannot avoid sinning. All this 
we hear,—and shall we be silent? Shall we 
make no attempt to rescue his character from 
the base calumnies heaped upon it by his de- 
luded children? However innocently and con- 
scientiously they may do this, it is our impe- 
rious duty to repel such base charges, and to 
place the character of God in the same light in 
which it was placed by Jesus Christ and his 
apostles: and if we truly love him, we shall 
strive to do it. 

There is yet another consideration, What 
misery do we see our brethren suffering, in 
consequence of their false notions of the divine 
character and government: Some we see wrap- 
ped in gloom—doubting whether they shail find 
acceptance at the last day; many so distracted 
on this aceount, that they entirely lose their 
reason, and spend the remainder of their exist- 
ence in moping melancholy, or raving madness, 
or end it by suicide. hese things are not 
phantoms of the imagination;—we have seen 
them with our own eyes, or they have come to 
us so well attested, that we cannot doubt their 
truth. What then shal! we do? Shall we look 
upon this scene with apathy, and take no meas- 
ures to relieve the mental sufferings of our 
brethren, and to prevent the recurrence of 
scenes so painful? Heaven forbid! If we have 
a remedy in our hands, and do not apply it, are 
we not guilty inthe highest degree? Ifa phy- 
sician have a remedy which will relieve the 
pains of his patient, and restore him to heaith, 
and do not apply it, but stand by his side, say- 
ing, “I will neither help you, nor hurt you,” 
what will you say 6f him? But incomparably 
more inexcusable is he, who will not administer 
to the moral and intellectual comfort of his 
brethren, when it is in his power. Tell us not 
then to be silent—Say not to us, ‘“‘Neither curse 
them dt all, nor bless them at all”’:—-For Al- 
mighty God hath given commandment to bless, 
and he hath blessed, and man cannot reverse 
jt. Let us remember that a commandment is 
upon us; and woe be unto us if we preach not 
the gospel according to our ability. Away 
then with the idea of concealing what the Lord 
hath spoken, Let us rather adopt the language 
of Balaam, in the text, and say, ‘Al that the 
Lord speaketh, that I mustdo.” Let us-exert 
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ourselves to advance the glory and honor of 
God among men, and to enlighten the minds, 
and cheer the hearts of our brethren. And 
way God Almighty bless our exertions, 
Lucius, 
Spring field, 1827. 


CALVINISTIC INQUISITION. 
From the (Hartford, Con.) Religious Inquirer. 

We have this week to perform an unpleasant, but 
incumbent duty, in noticing an act of proscription, 
wich can own no higher source than the bigotry and 
intolerance of the Calvinistic, Congregational clergy 
of this city. The facts are as follows: 

At the opening of the session of the Legislature in 
this city, “‘A resolution was oftered by Mr. Warren, 
and passed, requesting the Speaker to invite the sev- 
eral clergymen of the town to officiate in turn as chap- 
lains.”’ 

According to this resolution, the Speaker sent invita- 
tions to the settled clergy of different denominations, 
according to their semority. They attended, as might 
be expected. On Saturday, the 11th, the turn came 
to Mr. Bisbe, the pastor of the Universalist. He 
was absent, and his place was supplied by Mr. Whit- 
temore, of Scituate, Mass. who received an invitation 
and attended. Mr. Hawes, of the Central Church 
and Mr. Linsey of the South, entered into a combi- 
nation not to officiate in future, and called upon Mr. 
Sears, who was officiating as a candidate for the Pas- 
toral care of the Baptist chureh in this city. He 
very judiciously declined the league. We understand 
that they also called on Mr. Wheaton, pastor of the 
Episcopalian church, who also declined the honor of 
joining this high toned confederacy. It is understood 
that the Methodist clergyman was out of town. On 
the 18th, the proper officer waited on Mr. Spring, offi- 
ciating in the North Congregational Meeting House, 
who declined to comply with the invitation of the 
Speaker, because, as he alleged,. th® Universalist 
clergyman was thus put on a par with the exclusively 
orthodox. 

Nothing daunted by the lifting up of the portentous 
finger of orthodoxy, the Speaker directed the. proper 
officer to continue his invitations, in agreement with 
the resolution; in consequence of which, Mr. Bisbe 
prayed with the Legislature on Saturday, the 19th inst. 
We have not heard who claims the high honor of tak- 
ing the first step in this system of proscription, but we 
understand Mr. Hawes has the imputation of it. At 
all events, it seems that members of each of the two 
societies first named, are willing to give all the honor, 
such as it is, to the pastor of the other flock. 

The precedents which are found in modern times for 
this procedure, are supposed to be the two following: 
Mr. Payson, and some two or three of the orthodox 
clergy, refused to read in their pulpits, the very hand- 
some and comprehensive proclamation of Goy. Lincoln, 
of Maine. The next, it is true, is furnished by the 
Mother Charch, but as she is the lawful mother of or- 
thodoxy, the example ought to be followed by all her 
dutiful children. The facts appear to be these: <A 
child of Catholic parents was refused the rights of se- 
pulture in a Cathelic burying ground, because a protes- 
tant clergyman had prayed over it, after a Catholic 
had refused the office, in consequence, we believe, of 
some informality in its baptism. We do not aver that 
these are claimed as precedents, but they appear to 
furnish as conclusive reasons as any which can be readi- 


ly obtained. 

We have but few remarks to offer‘on the subject. As 
Calvinists, they are justified by their principles, Their 
great apostle, John Calvin, might believe-he was do- 
ing his God service, while burning Michael Servetus to 
death, by a slow fire, made of moist, green wood, for 
the heresy of believing in one God,rather than a three- 
one, or triune God. The spirit of the doctrine has 
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been displayed in every succeeding age, as far as pow- 
er has permitted; and we have a right to determine, 
that a man who has wantonly and maliciously branded 
the Universalists as the refuse of creation, and the 
pests of civil society, would not merely debar them 
from praying before the Legislature, but from uttering 
their sentiments in any place, and in any manner, 
could the power of the civil law be regained in aid of 
his tyrannical dictation. But we rejoice that the Lord 
reigneth, and that the civil law is not now prostrated 
at the feet of clerical bigotry, and vindictive persecu- 
tion. We have now neither room nor time for protract- 
ed remarks, but we trust the community will justly 
appreciate the tender mercies of an ambitious, a proud, 
vindictive priesthood. 


N. B. The above should have been given to our readers hefore. 


FOR THE MAGAZINE. 


“But these—speak evil of things they understand not.”—2 Peter ii. 12. 


1. Because they are ignorant of the real 
character of the divine Being, our orthodox cler- 
gy speak evilofhim. They certainly represent 
him to be worse than any being whose disposi- 
tion we are acquainted with. According to 
their representations, it was, from all eternity, 
the native disposition of the Creator to bring 
rational creatures into existence to endure end- 
less sufferings. This disposition has not been 
occasioned by any corruption, of a moral na- 
ture, induced by any cause whatever. It is 
the original disposition of the unchangeable 
God. ‘l'yrants are cruel to their vassals for 
the sake of some gain to themselves; pirates 
take the lives of their fellow creatures for the 
sake of property; thieves steal from their neigh- 
bors being tempted; but without temptation. the 
god of orthodoxy commits evils infinitely great- 
er than wicked men ever committed. 

2. Being ignorant ofthe ever blessed Son of 
God, and not understanding his real disposition 
and character, these same clergy speak eyil of 
him, Although they pretend that he is a gra- 
cious, merciful Being, one who feels compas- 
sion for those miserable wretches, whom his 
Father created for endless sufferings, and 
though they represent him as attempting some 
endeavors to deliver these objects of pity out 
the hand of infinite cruelty, they acknowledge, 
after all, it is nothing but pretence. They say 
that the Son of God will join with his Father at 
last, and, with the power which is vested in 
him, drive these unhappy millions of the human 
family to, their destined prison of everlasting 
misery! 

3. The more ignorant they are of a subject, 
the more they will pretend to know about it, 
and the more evil they speak of it. The future 
state of existence, about which they know noth- 
ing, these clergy are dwelling upon continually. 
They divide that state into two separate parts; 
one they call heaven, where they say, they and 
those who adhere to them in this world, are to 
live in the greatest possible happiness forever 
and ever. The other they call hell, where 
those, whom the Creator designed for endless 
sufferings, will endure this predestinated tor- 
ment, and all in plain sight of the inhabitants of 
heaven. What could they say of a future 
state which could represent greater evil? The 
inhabitants of heaven, according to ‘their ac- 
count, must get rid of every sympathy of hu- 
manity and become radically as evil as they 
represent their god to be, or the sight of their 
relatives in torments would ‘make them un- 
speakably miserable! While possessed of the 
native benevolence which our Creator has giv- 
en-us. we cannot look on this heaven to be pre- 
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so calculated as to contribute mutually to aug- 
meat the aggregate of the sufferings of both! 

How deplorable, how depraved is the condi- 
tion of society where its leaders, its wise men, 
its learned men, its religious teachers are thus 
ignorant of the divine character! 

Surrounded with such darkness, terrified 
with such horrible forebodings, trembling at the 
approach of so dreadful a tempest, how wel- 
come, how reviving are the tidings, “God is 
Love”! All worlds are the offspring of love; 
all beings owe their existence to love; all states 


of existence are established by love. Glory be 
to God in the highest; on earth peace and oe 
will to men. H. B. 


— + eo 


INCREASE OF UNIVERSALISM IN MAINE, 
From the (Gardiner) Christian Intelligencer. 


Seeing a notice inthe last Christian Register 
of the late meeting of the Eastern Association, 
in which a hint was given of the increase of 
ministers and societies of our denomination in 
this state within the last seven years, we deem 
it proper to inform the editor of that respectable 
paper and others, of what the public are not 
generally aware, that in Maine, where seven 

ears ago there was but one Universalist min- 
ister, and where there were but about ten or 
twelve societies, there are now twenty-five of 
the former, and between /i/ly and sixty of the 
latter. In point of numbers, reckoning adult 
males only, this denomination is, we believe, 
as large as any other one, if it be not the larg- 
est in the state. 


et Oe 


CONDITION OF CALVINISTIC REPROBATES. 
(For the Magazine.) 


According to Calvinism, mankind are born 
into the world, with natures totaily corrupt and 
wicked. Yet they say, God calls upon these 
totally wicked creatures to love and obey him 
perfectly, and condemns them to endless mise- 
ry for their evil nature and wicked thoughts.— 
Yet God only can change their evil natures by 
the almighty power of his spirit. Waat shail a 
sinner do to help himself in this situation? God 
has a right to command, say they, though the 
creature has no heart to obey. And why has 
he no heart to obey? His Maker brought him 
into the world with a heart totally opposed to 
God and his duty. Will God help him out of 
this state? He will help some, says the Cal- 
yinist, but not all. Is there no chance for 
their salvation? Ifthey will make themselves 
new hearts, or take God’s work out of his 
hands, and create their nature anew, and re- 
pent truly, and believe sincerely, they shall be 
gaved. Will any do this? No. Why? Because 
they have no heart thusto do. Wiul God help 
them, if they ask him? Yes, if they ask in 
faith, Can they ask in faith before they have 
‘faith given them? No. Will God hear their 
prayers for faith, if they ask as well as their to- 
tally wicked hearts will let them? God is un- 
der no obligation to hear and help a total ene- 
my. What shall the poor child of total depray- 
ity do? He finds himself in existence. He 
had no hand nor choice in coming here. He is 
told that God hates him, and that he naturally 
hates God. He fears the wrath of this hating 
God. He turns every way for help. But no 
arm can save, no eye can pity, God has made 
no promises to the unregenerate person's pray- 
ers. He cries day and night to God for mercy. 
Bat God neither regards with pity, nor speaks 
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a word of comfort. He reads and prays, and 
groans and sighs, day after day, and night af- 
ter night; weeks and months and years. He 
finally sinks in dispair. He sees no compas- 
sion in God, God is a God of vengeance to 
him, He cannot help himself. And God will 
not help him. His earthly friends may pity 
and pray forhim. But if God has no love to 
the poor totally depraved sinner he has made, 
no prayers of earthly friends will prevail.— 
Such must be the state of the totally depraved 
reprobate. Such must be the state of all oth- 
ers, except God change their hearts, according 
to Calvinism. Hence all may as well be easy 
as distressed. Universalism, if an error, is 
better than Calvinism if true. 9. T 


FOR THE MAGAZINE. 


RELIGION. 


O what can relieve, when in sorrow we languish, 
When hope’s sweetest vision has fled from our view; 
When see we false friendship exults in our anguish, 
And beings we cherished, no friendship ere knew; 
When ‘neath the feigned smile of delight and affection, 
We see that the arrow of slander is sped, 
When sinking beneath the cold hand of afiliction, 
We seek for a pillow to rest our lone head? 


O what can relieve us, when stern disappointment 
Has blasted the hopes of the gay and the young; 
When torn from the heights of delight and enjoyment, 

We sink i the darkness that around us is flung? 
Say, is there one hope that can lighten our sorrows, 
Or ray of sweet comfort to cheer the sad gloom, 
Or star that from mercy its radiance borrows, 
To gild the dark pathway that leads to the tomb? 


Yes, there is a boon, by a Saviour "twas given, 
A gem that will brighten as sorrow draws nigh; 
A beacon to guide the lone wanderer to heaven, 
A star that arises in mercy’s pure sky: 
Hail Religion divine, ’tis thine to relieve us; 
’Tis thine from dull sorrow, our spirits to free; 
And then, though a world, in its pride, should deceive us, 
We still find a friend, and a comfort in thee. 
E. R. B. 
Boston, Juty 17, 1827. 
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(For the Magazine.) 


HYMN. 


Why that bowed knee, that upturn’d eye— 
Those words so coldly uttered forth? 
Dost thou address H1s throne on high? 
Art thou in mocking, or in mirth? 
Or does the heart’s repentant tide 
O’ersuch chill forms, and speech preside? 


Where is the bosom’s swelling throb, 
The veiled glance, the glistening tear? 
And sorrows bursting—anguish’d sob— 
The sigh of mingled hope and fear? 
The heart!-the heart! ’tis that must feel 
The wounds of guilt it seeks to heal! 


And that pour’d forth in humble prayer, 
With its remorse—repentant tears; 
Each foul, unutter’d thought laid bare 
To Him who made and rules the spheres;— 
Isthe sole form that ide requires, 
Whose boundless mercy never tires! 


*Tis not the priest’s resplendant robe; 
The golden censer swung on high; 
The hoarded riches of a globe, 
Nor pile that towers to reach the sky:— {head, 
No! though man’s proud dome should shield your 
The vault of Heay’n o’er Earthisspread! Z, 


From the Telescope and Miscollany. 

Mr. Editor,—An inspired apostle declaros—*They 
that believe, do enter into rest.’’ We also read— 
“God is the Saviour of all men, especially of those that 
believe.’’ These passages, together with many others, 
that might be named, show the importance and benefi- 
cial effects of faith or belief, Also, where the effe 
or consequent blessings of faith are to be enjoyed, They 
that believe do enter into rest. God is the Saviour of 
all men, especially of those that believe, in the present 
time. It is a mistaken idea altogether, that faith is to 
look for its reward in the future eternal world, instead 
of this,—And it is equally erroneous to suppose that 
our good works will be rewarded in eternity, instead of 
time. And he who believes that either will be the case 
betrays not a little ignorance of the scriptures, and of 
the history of human life. - Does not St. James say, 
that “*Whosoever looketh into the perfect law of liber- 
ty and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful 
hearer, but a doer of the work, this man is blessed in 
his deeds.’’ The expressions, is blessed and in,his deeds, 
both shew that the reward of well-doing is in the pres~ 
ent time, and furthermore, that it is in doing, and not 
strictly speaking, for doing, that he is blessed. We 
read, that he who sows to the flesh, shall of the flesh 
reap corruption: And he who sows to the spirit, shall 
of the spirit reap life everlasting. We must expect to 
reap our grain where we sow our seed: And we must 
expect also to reap what we sow, or that which is of 
the same nature, for men do not gather grapes of 
thorns, nor figs of thistles.—Says the prophet, “The 
righteous shall be recompensed in the earth, much 
more the wicked and the sinner.’? The fair inference 
from this passage, is, that if the Almighty does not 
see fit to extend the rewards of righteousness to the fue 
ture world, but confines it to earth, how much more 
likely will he be to confine the punishment of sin to thig 
world, and not to perpetuate it, ad infinitum. If the 
righteous and the wicked are to receive their recom- 
pence, by which we are to understand, the reward due 
to virtue and the punishment due to vice, in the earth, 
it is preposterous to say that it will be in eternity, and 
doubly so, that it will be endless. 

The history of Haman’s life, or I might say our own 
experience, will bear its pointed testimony to the fact, 
that we are amply rewarded in the present time for 
all the good we do. I wiil appeal to the bosom of 
the candid and virtuous of every name and denomina 
tion: When you feed the hungry, clothe the naked, 
visit the sick, comfort the mourner, or bow at the altar 
of religion to offer up your devotions to the Most High, 
or perform any of the important duties of life, what 
greater reward would you ask for or desire, than what 
you receive in the performance of those duties? Is not 
the happiness they afford an ample compensation? How 
sweet the employment to relieve suffering humanity—to 
pour the balm of consolation into the bleeding wounds of 
sensibility, wipe the tear of grief from the widow’s and 
orphan’s pallid cheek! How pleasant, how delightful, 
how reviving to the soul, to knee! before our heavenly 
Father, toembosom our wants, and to ofier up devout 
thanksgivings and praise. And should you not just assoon 
expect to be rewarded, in the future world, for eating, 
drinking and sleeping, as to be rewarded there for serv- 
ing your God here, and performing ali those duties that 
are obligatory upon you—and should you not think it 
just as reasonable? I am persuaded that you would. In 
keeping the commandments of God, there is, in the pre- 
sent time, a great and ample reward. Z. F. 

Norwicn, 1827. ‘, 
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